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Focus Areas 
Funded 

•   Preparedness Planning & Readiness Assessment 
•   Epidemiology and Surveillance – Core 
•   Laboratory Capacity for Biologic Agents 
•   Health Alert Network  

Colorado has 
strengthened its 
capacity to 
respond to 
threats of 
bioterrorism by: 
 

•  Establishing the Colorado Counter Terrorism Advisory Council 
•  Developing and updating emergency plans and procedures for response to 

terrorism 
•  Developing a resource list and database with 24-hour contact information for 

state and regional subject matter experts, response equipment and information
•  Conducting local/regional workshops to identify preparedness levels, response 

capacities, workforce needs, and to provide assistance on the DOJ Assessmen
•  Sponsoring a variety of training programs including “Emergency Response to 

Terrorism for Public Health Officials,” “Incident Command System for Public 
Health Executives,” and “Biological Terrorism Medical Response” 

•  Establishing specialized teams for surveillance, field investigations, medical 
treatment, environmental safety, and other aspects of response to bioterrorism

•  Participating in TOPOFF and other tabletop exercises 
•  Establishing one 24-hour agency contact number that can be used to notify loc

state, and federal agencies 
•  Activating and testing statewide broadcast fax and e-mail capability 
•  Assessing local surveillance and outbreak investigation capacities 
•  Developing laboratory capability for PCR and PFGE 
•  Upgrading reference methods for isolation and identification of select bioterroris

agents 
•  Enhancing procedures for chain-of-custody, security, transport, and storage of 

samples 
•  Upgrading LIMS to enable rapid reporting of laboratory results to local health 

authorities 
•  Establishing Health Alert Network infrastructure in all 63 counties 
•  Assessing local communications and information technology capacity 



Project Year 2 
Plans (August 
31, 2000-August 
30, 2001) 
include: 

•  Completing statewide Terrorism Response Capability survey of public health 
agencies 

•  Establishing regional multi-disciplinary terrorism task forces 
•  Developing model local public health response plan 
•  Identifying training needs and developing appropriate training programs  
•  Enhancing rapid communications capability 
•  Developing hospital preparedness regulations 
•  Improving laboratory testing capabilities 
•  Developing protocols for transfer/referral of laboratory samples 
•  Strengthening local IT infrastructure 
•  Increasing collaboration among local, state, private, public partners 

Contact 
Information 

Principal Investigator 
 
Richard Hoffman, M.D. 
State Epidemiologist 
Phone: 303-692-2662 
Fax: 
E-mail: richard.hoffman@state.co.us 
 
Preparedness Planning 
 
Susan Jones-Hard 
Program Mgr., Emergency Management Program 
Phone: 303-692-3019 
Fax:  303-691-7811 
E-mail: susan.jones@state.co.us 
 
Epidemiology and Disease Surveillance 
 
Ken Gershman, M.D., M.P.H. 
Epidemiologist, Office of the Chief Medical Officer 
Phone: 303-692-2657 
Fax: 
E-mail:  ken.gershman@state.co.us 
 
Laboratory 
 
James Beebe, M.S., Ph.D. 
Chief Microbiologist, Division of Laboratories 
Phone: 303-692-3488 
Fax: 303-344-9989 
E-mail: james.beebe@state.co.us 
 
Health Alert Network 
 
Arthur Davidson, M.D., M.S.P.H. 



Director, Public Health Informatics 
Phone: (303)436-7364 
Fax: (303)436-7211 
E-mail: adavidson@dhha.org 
 

Key Emergency 
Contacts 

  Federal Emergency Management Agency:   � (303) 235-4779 �
  State Emergency Management Agency:   � (303) 273-8855 �
  Federal Bureau of Investigation:   � (303) 629-7171 �
  State Public Health Agency:   � (303) 692-2000 � 
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